Upcoming Meetings in South Africa Focus on Leadership
Practices and Regional Strategy Development

On June 18 — 22, the Organic
Exchange and Woolworth’s
South Africa will host three
exciting events to further de-
velop the organic industry in
Africa and around the world.
Meeting agendas and registra-
tion details are online at
www.organicexchange.org/
meetings/
current_meeting3.php.

Farm Development Meet-
ing: On June 18", the farm
development meeting will focus
on organic cotton farming pro-
jects, sharing best practices,
learning about business devel-
opment opportunities, develop-
ing management skills and
strategizing on how to form
committed, fair, sustainable and
transparent value chains for
food and fiber crops. Partici-
pants from farming projects in
Africa, India, South America,
North America and other re-
gions are expected to attend
this meeting, which is spon-

sored by ICCO, Martin Fabert
Foundation, Nordstrom and
Woolworth South Africa.

Africa Regional Meeting
and Marketplace: On June
19" — 20%, the Africa Regional
Meeting will focus on the com-
petitive position of Africa in the
global organic market and op-
portunities for expanding or-
ganic cotton fiber production
and manufacturing of organic
cotton products for domestic
and international brands and
retailers. The Marketplace
provides an opportunity for
organic farmers and manufac-
turers to exhibit their products.
This meeting is sponsored by
Cieltex, Frame Textile Group,
Gregory Knitting Mills, Mon-
viso, Nordstrom, Pratibha
Syntex Limited, Shell Founda-
tion and Woolworth's South
Africa.

Leading Change Learning
Session: On June 21 and

22", the Leading Change ses-
sion will provide in-depth learn-
ing for brands, their manufac-
turing partners and farming
partners on creating commit-
ted, fair, transparent and sus-
tainable supply chains. This will
feature in depth presentations
by companies including Nord-
strom which is expanding its
global organic cotton program,
Marks & Spencer, Woolworth's
South Africa, Eden and Aveda,
who are working with organic
and/or fair trade farmers in the
Africa. This meeting will also
share learnings by Shell Founda-
tion, Fair Trade Foundation,
Organic Exchange and others
about what it takes to build
sustainable business chains. It is
considered a working session,
where all will leave with action-
able items for furthering their
organic cotton programs and is
sponsored by Aveda, Shell
Foundation and Woolworth
South Africa.

OE 5th Anniversary Annual Conference & Marketplace
Sustainable Innovation: Cultivating Growth and Prosperity through Collaboration

Asilomar Conference Grounds,
Monterey County, California
www.visitasilomar.com

Organic Exchange will host its
5th anniversary Annual Confer-
ence and Marketplace October
29 to November 2, 2007. Sus-
tainable Innovation: Cultivating
Growth and Prosperity through

Collaboration, will be held at the
Asilomar Conference Center in
Monterey County, California.
More than 400 participants,
representing leading retailers
and brands, innovative manufac-
turers and organic farming pro-
jects will be attending from
around the world. This confer-
ence promises to be the organi-
zation’s most exciting and for-
ward-thinking event to-date.

Pre-conference events include a
fast-paced, one day organic fiber
production and processing over-
view for companies entering the
market and a two-day intensive

sustainable farm development
meeting focusing on creating
sustainable business models,
transferring global best practices
and technologies, and innovating
at the farm-gate level. These
events will be followed by a
two-day conference highlighting
key innovations in product de-
sign and development, sustain-
able processing, marketing, sup-
ply chain management, and stra-
tegic partnerships, all focused on
cultivating growth in the organic
fiber sector. The event will be
followed by a retail tour in San
Francisco or an organic cotton
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farm tour of California’s Central
Valley.

Sponsors include Esquel, ICCO,
Nordstrom, Martin~Fabert
Foundation, PT Indorama, Quick
Feat International, Organic
Essentials, Texas Cotton
Marketing Cooperative and the
Shell Foundation.

Additional sponsorship opportu-
nities are available. For more
information, see
www.organicexchange.org
or email confer-
ence@organicexchange.org.







